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CHAPTER 61-2681
(Amended by Chapter 70-893)

AN ACT DEFINING AND REGULATING CHILDREN’S
CENTERS AND FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES IN
PINELLAS COUNTY; REQUIRING THE PROCURE-
MENT OF LICENSES AND THE PAYMENT OF AN
APPLICATION FEE FOR THE OPERATION OF SUCH
CENTERS AND HOMES AND PROVIDING FOR THE
GROUNDS AND THE PROCEDURE FOR THE SUSPEN-
SION OR REVOCATION THEREOF; CREATING PINEL-
LAS COUNTY LICENSE BOARD FOR CHILDREN’S
CENTERS AND FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES, AND
PRESCRIBING ITS MEMBERSHIP, POWERS AND DUT-
IES; PRESCRIBING MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR THE
OPERATION OF SUCH CENTERS AND HOMES AND
PROVIDING A PENALITY FOR VIOLATION; AUTHOR-
IZING TAX AND APPROPRIATION BY THE BOARD OF
COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS; REPEAL CHAPTER
57-1738, LAWS OF FLORIDA; PROVIDING A GRACE
PERIOD.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA:

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of this act is to protect
the health, safety, and mental development of children
cared for in children’s centers and family day care homes in
Pinellas Counfy as defined in section 2.

Section 2. Definitions.

(1) A children’scenter includesany day nursery, nursery
school, kindergarten, or other facility whatsoever which,
- with or without compensation, cares for five (5) or more
children seventeen (17) years of age or under, not related to
the operator by blood, marriage, or adoption, away from
the child’s own home for from two (2) to twelve (12) hours
per day per child. This term shall not be construed to
include any. center under the jurisdiction of the state board
of education or to include any non-public academic school
except in regard to children below first grade level.

(2) A day nursery means a children’s center consisting
of improved realty, equipment, and staff, conducted for
children ranging in age from two (2) years through six (6)
years nine (9) months for the purpose of providing shelter,
food, rest, and care and training. Such centers may accept
school children under seventeen (17) years before and after
school hours.

3) A mf,rsery school means a children’s . center
consisting of - improved realty, equipment and staff,
conducted for children ranging in age from two (2) years
through five (5) years nine (9) months for the purpose ‘of
offering an educational program of directed, organized play
and training at the level of the child’s growth and
development, and providing shelter, food, rest and care, for
from two (2) to seven (7) hours per day per child.
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(4) A kindergarten means a children’s center consisting
of improved realty, equipment and staff, conducted for
children ranging from five (5) years through six (6) years
nine (9) months in age, for the purpose of offering an
educational program of directed, organized play and
training at the level of the children’s growth and
development, and providing shelter, food, rest, and care for
from two (2) to seven (7) hours per day per child.

(5) () A family day care home means a facility for
child care in a place of residence of a family, person, or
persons who receive no more than four (4) children under
seventeen (17) years of age away from their own homes
who are not related to such person or persons by blood,
marriage, or adoption, for the purpose of providing family
care and training for such children for from two ) to
twelve (12) hours per day. No more than three (3) of the.
four (4) children may be under two (2) years of age. This -
term shall not be construed to include children above the
first grade level except in homes where children below first
grade level are also received for care.

(b) Under special circumstances, family day care homes
may be licensed to care for children twenty-four (24) hours
a day. To fall under the administration of the license board,
these family day care homes may not receive children from
any licensed child-placing agencies. These family day care
homes shall meet the same minimum standards established
by the state welfare board for the care of children under
severteen (17) years of age being cared for away from their
own parents or guardians, except where the requirements
are in conflict with this law or changed as provided herein.

(6) Children’s centers licensed hereunder shall not
provide regular overnight care for children. Overnight care
on New Year’sEve and other similar occasions to be
specified by the license board for a number not in excess of
the total enrollment authorized on its license is permissive,
subject to the determination by the license board that such
overnight care is reasonable under the circumstances.

(7) An operator means any person responsible for the
operation of a children’s center or family day care home as
previously defined, whether or not he is the owner.

(8) Child care staff means all persons who participate
daily in direct care, teaching or training children cared for

~ by any children’s center or family day care home.

(9) Maintenance staff means all persons engaged by any
children’s center or family day care home, full or part time,
in preparation of food, cleaning, janitor service, chauffeur-
ing, or non-supervisory assistance with children.

Section 3. License required.
© (1) It is unlawful for any person, firm corporation or
3




" any other group to operate or maintain a children’s center
or family day care home without first obtaining a license or
temporary permit as provided in this act.

(2) Children’s centers and family day care homes which
hold current licenses issued by the Pinellas County license
board for day nurseries and foster boarding homes under
the authority of chapter 57-1738, Laws of Florida, on the
date this act becomes effective shall be considered to be in
valid operation until the date of expiration stipulated on
their licenses.

(3) Separate licenses shall be required for centers
maintained and operated on separate premises, even though
under the same ownership or management.

Section 4. License board creation. There is created in
Pinellas County the license board for children’s centers and
family day care homes herein called the license board,
which shall be composed of:

(1) A member of the board of county commissioners,
said member to be designated by action of the board of
county commissioners.

(2) The director of the district division of family
services or a person delegated by him.

(3) A member of the juvenile welfare board, or the
director of said board, said member to be designated by
action of the juvenile welfare board.

(4) The district school superintendent or a teacher in
elementary preschool education delegated by him.

(5)-The county health officer or a person delegated by
him.

(6) One- (1) member in good standing of the upper
Pinellas County preschool association and one (1) member
in good standing of the Pinellas County preschool
association on children under six (6) selected by majority
vote of the elected officers of each of said associations.

The license board as constituted by this section shall
proceed to elect a chairman from its membership who shall
serve as administrative officer of the license board. The
license board shall hold quarterly meetings. Meetings may
be called by the chairman whenever he deems it necessary
or by a quorum of the members of the license board.

Section 5. Rules and regulations.The license board shall

have the power and duty to promulgate and adopt,rules and °

regulations for the purposes of administering and enforcing

minimum standards prescribed in this act. In the event the

license board determines it reasonable to decrease the

requirements of any particular standard, it may do so by

the action of the board only. In the event the license board
determines that there is a reasonable necessity to
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supplement or increase any standard, it may do so
according to the following procedure:

(1) There shall be a finding of necessity, not merely
desirability.

(2) There must be a notice of the finding, the old
standard, the proposed new standard, the reason for the
change and a hearing date mailed to all licensees.

(5) There must be a hearing at which all affected
persons are given an opportunity to present their views.

(4) The proposed new standard may not be considered
again by the board until a meeting at least ninety (90) days
after the hearing, at which time, if approved by
five-sevenths (5/7) of the membership of the board, it shall
be adopted. '

(5) Any new standard must provide that it shall not
become effective for a particular period of time specified in
it, which is reasonable considering the particular standard
involved.

(6) No rule or regulation shall require medical
examination or immunization for admission to a children’s
center of a child whose parent or guardian files a letter with
the operator stating that such medical examination and or
immunization is contrary to his or her religious beliefs, or
provide for the exclusion of a child from the center because
of parent or guardian having filed such a letter; provided
however, that whenever there is good cause to believe that a
child is suffering from a recognized contagious or infectious
disease, the child may be temporarily excluded from the
center until the operator is satisfied that any contagious or
infectious disease does not exist.

(7) After the meeting approving the. standard, within
thirty (30) days, notice of the new standard and the
effective date of it shall be mailed to all members.

Section 6. Mvinimum standards for children’s center aﬁd
family day care home personnel.

(1) GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS. Personnel in both
children’s centers and family day care homes shall be of good
character, free of mental illness and drug or excessive
alcohol habits, in good health, and shall not exercise any
influence detrimental to the progress or development of
children. All personnel in contact with children enrolled in
centers or family day care homes licensed under this act
shall have an annual physical examination, including chest
x-ray and blood test. The person in charge shall be at least
twenty-one (21) years of age, and no employee in direct
supervision of children shall be under eighteen (18) years of
age. :
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(2) EDUCATION.

(a) Day nursery workers caring directly for children in
any day nursery shall be high school graduates. The staff
member in charge of the staff and program shall have
completed a minimum of six (6) semester hours of college
credits in early childhood education with passing grades.

(b) The nursery school or kindergarten teacher in charge
of curriculum, staff, and program shall have completed two
(2) years of college training including twelve (12) semester
credit hours in early childhood education with passing

grades and shall have had two (2) years of teaching -

experience. Teachers working directly under the person in
charge of curriculum, staff, and program shall be high
school graduates, and in addition shall have completed two
(2) years of college training including twelve (12) semester
hours credit in early childhood education with passing
grades or shall have completed twelve (12) semester hours
credit in early childhood education with passing grades and
have had two (2) years of teaching experience.

(c) All personnel of nursery schools and kindergartens
shall continue professional training by earning at least three
(3) semester credit hours or appropriate quarter hours in
early childhood education each three (3) years, over and
above the minimum requirements herein until a minimum
of thirty (30) credits has been earned.

(d) A staff member not in charge of curriculum, staff,
or program who does not fully meet requirements may be
employed temporarily as a staff member of a licensed day
nursery, nursery school, or kindergarten, if said staff
member is in the process of acquiring the necessary

educational qualifications.

(e) An-eiperienced staff member who does not meet
the educational requirements for a staff member as outlined
in this section may apply for an exemption examination
approved by the license board. Successful completion of
the exemption examination will serve to exempt the
teacher from the college credit requirements, except that
every three (3) years the staff member shall continue
professional training by earning at least three (3) semester
credit hours in early childhood education as hereinbefore
required.«

(f) Members of child care staffs in children’s centers
caring exclusively for mentally or physically handicapped
children are not required to meet the college credit
requirements outlined herein for nursery school and
kindergarten staff. They shall enroll in courses pertinent to

work with exceptional children, when such courses are

available in the county. _
(3) NUMBER OF PERSONNEL AND SUPERVISION,

The number of adults on the child care staff shall be no less
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than the following:
1 adult for each 10 children 2 years old;
1 adult for each 15 children 3 years old;
1 adult for each 20 children 4 years old;
1 adult for each 25 children 5 years old or over.

(a) In groups where children of varying ages are
combined, number of staff shall be determined by the age
of the youngest children in the group. These adults shall be
engaged in child care exclusively and shall regularly work
no more than eight (8) hours in twenty-four (24) hours. No
infants under two (2) years of age shall be taken into a day
nursery for group care unless the license board determines
that no family day care home is available. A staff member
qualified to be in charge shall be on the premises at all
times when children are present.

(b) In children’s centers where only one (1) child care
staff member is required at least one (1) other person must
be on the premises for emergency purposes.

(c) The number of children in a family day care home is
limited to a maximum of four (4) children other than the
children or relatives of the operator and no more than five
(5) preschool children including the preschool aged child or
relatives of thg operator may be in the family day care
home at one time. ) ‘

(d) In family day care homes, there shall be one (1)
adult, the operator, who shall remain on the premises at all
times when children under care are present, with at least
one (1) on-call person available for emergency purposes.

Section 7. Minimum standards for children’s center and
family day care home records.

(1) FACILITY RECORDS. An identification record, a
health certificate, and a daily attendance record shall be
kept for each child in care. Evidence of annual physical
examination and suitable information regarding qualifica-
tions shall be kept for each staff member in each facility.
The official license issued by the license board shall be
prominently displayed.

(2) LICENSE BOARD RECORDS. All applications for
licenses, inspection reports on facilities, recommendations
of board members or employees, and formal action taken
by the license board shall be kept on file for each children’s
center and family day care home.

Section 8. Minimum standards for the physical plant
housing children’s centers.

(1) BUILDING. The building to be used for housing
children in a children’s center shall conform to the building,

electrical and codes of the local authority within whose
jurisdiction the facility is located. 1t shall conform to the
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fire regulations of the local fire authority within whose
jurisdiction the facility is located. Where no local fire
department is responsible, the county health department
shall be the responsible inspecting agency. Any costs
required to be paid to procure such inspection and the
appropriate certification shall be paid by the applicant
directly to the inspecting authority.

(2) INDOOR PLAY SPACE. Indoor play space is
required. The maximum number of children shall be
equivalent to the total square feet of suitable and usable
space divided by twenty-five (25) square feet. The
maximum number of children enrolled shall be computed
according to the above calculation.

(3) OUTDOOR PLAY SPACE. Outdoor play space is
required. The maximum number of children who can
occupy the outdoor space at any one time shall be
equivalent to the total suitable and usable square feet of
space divided by ninety (90) square feet.

(4) NAPPING SPACE. Child capacity shall be limited
to the resultinig figure arrived at by determining the total
square feet of usable space for this purpose and dividing it
by tiventy-five (25) square feet. Cots shall be set up so that
each child is no closer to another during the nap period
than two (2) feet.

(5) BATHROOM FACILITIES. Such facilities shall
include at least one (1) lavatory and one (1) toilet for every
eighteen (18) children, and facilities for bathing children
when necessary, with a minimum of two (2) lavatories and
two (2) toilets for each children’s center operating four (4)
or more hours each day.

(6) OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT. In a children’s center
outdoor equipment shall be scaled to the age group under
care. It shall be sufficient in number and designed to
motivate physical activities, social development and
imagination. Equipment may include swings, slides,
climbing’ apparatus, wheeled toys, sandbox, packing boxes,
tables and benches, or the equivalent of any of these items.

(7) INDOOR EQUIPMENT. Every children’s center
may include a piano, or a record player, rhythm
instruments, easels or drawing boards, and shall maintain
tables and chairs suitable in size and sufficient for the total
number of children and for the age group under care.
Adequate and appropriate supplies such as paper, paints,
crayons and plastic clay are to be provided. Play materials
shall also include a sufficient number of balls, toys, blocks,
dolls, toy housekeeping supplies, or similar items, to insure
an adequate program for development of the age group
under care. For children’s centers which may provide
overnight care or on an all day schedule as prescribed by
section 2 (6), there shall be a separate lightweight cot with
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washable cover for each child. All equipment shall be
maintained in a sanitary and safe condition.

Section 9. Minimum standards for safety, health and
sanitation.

(1) SANITATION. Each center and family day care
home must pass a sanitefy inspection before it can be
licensed, and at least once annually before it can be
relicensed. The premises, furnishings, and equipment shall
be kept clean, free of rodents and vermin, and in general
good order.

(2) TRANSPORTATION. Vehicles used for transport-
ing children shall be maintained in safe condition at all
times as required by the motor vehicle inspection law.

(3) MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR THE PHYSICAL
PLANT HOUSING FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES AND
FOSTER BOARDING HOMES:

(a) Building. — The building housing a family day caie
home or foster boarding home must be safe and in good
repair. It must be adequately lighted and have a safe source
of heat. '

(b) Indoor space. - There must be adequate indoor play
space per child in some part of the building designated for
this purpose, apart from kitchens, bathrooms, pantries, and
halls. A porch will be considered as indoor play space if it is
enclosed and can be adequately heated. .

(c) Outdoor play space. . — There shall be adequate
outdoor play space on the premises. Where children in care
are under six (6) years of age the play space shall be
enclosed if it is near well-traveled streets, lakes, ditches,
brooks, or other hazards. It shall have adequate sun, with
provision for shade in warm weather. Any unfenced yard
shall have competent adult supervision when preschool

children are playing outdoors. Any swimming pool on the

premises where children under six (6) years of age are in
care shall be enclosed and a lock placed on all doors leading
to it, high enough to be out of the reach of children.

(d) Sleep and napping space. —

1. Children receiving day care may sleep on beds used
by the family providing that a sheet, solely for the use of
each child, covers the bedding.

2. Children receiving overnight care shall be provided
with separate beds except that two (2) children of the same
family and of the same sex may share a double bed.

3. All bedrooms for children receiving overnight care
shall contain five hundred (500) cubic feet of air space per
child. Beds and cribs shall be two (2) feet apart on all sides.

4. No child over the age of two (2) shall sleep in the
same room with two (2) adults who are of different sex.

5. Children of opposite sex over the age of five (5) shall
9




not sleep in the same room.

6. Sleeping quarters shall be near enough to those of a
responsible adult to facilitate supervision of the children.

(e) Bathroom facilities. —

1. Homes shall have at least one (1) toilet, one (1)
bathtub and one (1) lavatory for handwashing purposes,
provided no more than a total of eight (8) persons,
including family of the operator, are using the bathroom
facilities of the home.

2. For the use of infants there shall be an adequate
number of toilet receptacles which shall be kept in sanitary
condition.

(f) Equipment. —

1. Cribs, bassinets, or playpens with bases raised.above
the floor shall be provided for infants.

2. Play materials, toys, books, and equipment safe and
suitable for the use of children of the age levels cared for
shall be provided.

(g) Cleanliness and orderliness of the family day care
home and foster boarding home. —

1. Al parts of the building housing the family day care
home or foster boarding home, the plumbing fixtures,
furnishings, equipment and the premises shall be kept in
clean, sanitary, and orderly condition at all times, and
rodents and vermin shall be controlled.

2. Medicines and chemicals must be kept out of the
reach of children.

Section 10. Application for license; fee.

(1) Application for license shall be made to the license
board on blanks furnished by the board.

| (2) ‘—Application shall be under oath, and shall contain
the following:

‘(a) The name and address of the applicant if an
individual, and if a firm, partnership, association, or other
group, the name and address of every member thereof,
except corporation or association, and in the case of a
corporation or an association the name and address thereof
and of its officers.

(b) The location of the center for which a license is
sought.
(c) The category of the operator as defined in section 2.

(d) The maximum number of children to be enrolled,
ages of children, and hours of care.

(e) Such information relating to the number, experience
and training of employees of the center and of the moral
character of the applicant and employees as the board may
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deem necessary.

(3) The License board is authorized to charge an
application fee not in excess of twenty-five dollars (§$25.00)
for each children’s cent@ and family day care home for
which a license is sought. The license board is authorized to
use such sums for the payment of supplies and equipment
required by them in the administration of this act, the
renting of office space and for the payment of employees
required in the administration of this act.

Section 11. License; temporary permit.

(1) License. — Upon receipt of an application for a
license hereunder and the payment of the application fee,
the license board within sixty (60) days therefrom shall
cause a thorough investigation to be made of the premises
to be licensed, and shall issue a license or temporary permit
if satisfied that the minimum standards specified in this act
are met and that the applicant is otherwise qualified; if not,
it shall reject the application. Said license shall set out on
the face thereof the maximum number of children to be
enrolled.

(2) Temporary permit. — The chairman of the board, or
in his absence two (2) members of the board, may grant a
temporary permit if it appears that the applicant has
fulfilled all requirements for the granting of a license. Said
temporary permit shall continue until the next board
meeting, at which time the board shall make such orders as
it deems appropriate.

(3) Term; assignment. — A license or permit and
renewals thereof shall be valid only in the hands of the
applicant to whom it is issued, and shall not be subject to
sale, assignment, or transfer, voluntary or involuntary, nor
shall a license be valid for any premises other than those for
which originally issued. The license shall be valid for a
period of one (1) year from the date of issuance.

Section 12. Annual renewal of license. Any owner or
operator of a children’s center or family day care home
licensed under this act or a prior act shall, on or before the
date of his license expiration, make application for a
renewal of his license ‘on forms to be furnished by the
license board. Upon receipt of his application properly
filled in and executed, the license board shall automatically
issue the applicant a license authorizing the continuation of
the operation of his children’s center or family day care
home for a period of one (1) year unless action is pending
to revoke or suspend the license of the applicant. In such
event, the applicant may continue under the old license
pending the outcome of the action. :

Section 13. License, grounds for denial.

An application for license may be denied for any of the
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following reasons: .
(1) failure to meet any of the minimum standards,

(2) conviction of an applicant of a crime of moral

turpitude as shown by a certified copy of the record of the
court of conviction, or by a copy of the applicant’s
fingerprint record from the federal bureau of investigation
showing conviction of said crime, or

(3) if the applicant is a member of a firm or an officer or
director of a corporation or the person designated to
manage or supervise the center, there must be satisfactory
evidence that the moral character of the applicant, or the
manager, or supervisor of the center is not good.

Section 14. Revocation of licenses; grounds.

The license board may revoke or suspend a license for
any of the following reasons:

(1) cruelty or indifference to the welfare of children
(2) violation of any provision of this act

(3) any ground upon which a license may be denied as
prescribed in section 13.

Section 15. Refusal of license; revocation; notice,
hearing.

(1) No license shall be denied, revoked or suspended
except after notice in writing to the applicant or licensee,
setting forth the particular reasons for the proposed action
and a hearing if demanded by the licensee or applicant.
. Such notice shall be effected by registered and certified
mail with return receipt requested, or by personal service.
The licensee or applicant shall within ten (10) days after
receipt of said notice request a hearing, which request shall
be in writing, and be delivered to the license board in
person or by due course of mail. If no such request is made
within the time fixed, said license board shall proceed to
refuse, revoke or suspend said license as set out in the
notice of the proposed action.

(2) All hearings under this law shall be held by the entire
license board or a hearing agent designated by it from the
membership of the license board within the county at a
time and place designated in the notice. If the hearing is
conducted by an agent designated by the license board, a
transcript of the proceedings shall be reviewed by the entire

license board. The rules of evidence apphcable m Florida |

shall apply.

(3) On the basis of any such hearing, or upon the failure
of the applicant or licensee to request a hearing, the license
board shall enter its order thereon. A copy of such order
shall be sent by registered or certified mail or personally
served upon the applicant or licensee. The order shall
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become final sixty (60) days after it is so mailed or served
unless the applicant or licensee within that period applies
for a rehearing or review as provided in subsection (5).

(4) A full and complete record shall be kept of
proceedings and all testimony shall be reported but need
not be transcribed unless the decision is appealed, or the
hearing is conducted by an agent. A copy or copies of the
transcription may be obtained by any interested party on
payment of the cost of preparing such copy or copies.

(5) Any person aggrieved by any final order of the
license board denying, suspending, or revoking his license,
may apply to the license board in writing for a rehearing or
may file an appeal with the circuit court pursuant to the
Florida appellate rules. In the event the appeal is granted,
the court may issue its mandate or order with directions to
the license board to enter such order in the proceedings as
is appropriate on the record, or the court may order further
proceedings including the taking of testimony as may seem
to the court necessary and proper.

Section 16. Procedure for reinstatement of revoked or
suspended license.

(1) When a license has been revoked or suspended in
accordance with the provisions of this act, the licensee,
provided he has not previously had a license revoked or
suspended under this act, tnay within three (3) years after
the order has become final, request a hearing for the
purpose of showing that the reasons for the revocation or
suspension of license have been corrected and that the
license should be reinstated. No licensee who has previously
had a license suspended or revoked under this act, shall
request a hearing to reinstate the license prior to one (1)
year after the order becomes final. Any licensee whose
license has been revoked or suspended must show the
grounds upon which he or it relies in attempting to
requalify. Any licensee whose license has been revoked or
suspended three (3) times under the provisions of this act
shall not be permitted to re-apply for a license.

(2) The request for hearing shall be in writing, and shall
be delivered to the license board office in person or by due
course of mail. .

(3) Any hearing conducted under this section shall not
operate to stay or supersede any order -revoking or
suspending a license.

(4) Hearings conducted under this section shall be
conducted in the same manner as prescribed in section 15.

Section 17. Inspection of children’s centers and family
day care homes.

Every children’s center and family day care home
conducted by a licensee hereunder, and any premises
13




proposed to be used by an applicant for license, shall be
open at all reasonable times to inspection by the license
board. Inspection shall be at least once annually.

Section 18. Advertising. A children’s center or family
day care home licensed by the license board may publish
advertisements only of the service for which it is
specifically licensed under this act. No person, firm,
organization, corporation, association, or society, unless
licensed as a children’s center or family day care home,
shall publish any advertisement soliciting child care in any
home or other establishment. The holder of a temporary
permit may advertise. Said advertisement shall state that
the advertiser is the holder of a temporary permit.

Section 19. Advisory committee. The license board
shall appoint a committee to serve in a advisory capacity.
Such committee shall consist of three (3) operators in good
standing, representing privately-operated kindergartens or
nursery schools, day care centers, and church-operated
kindergartens or nursery schools, and two (2) other persons
qualified by education and experience in the field of early
childhood education. The license board shall consult with
the committee before changing rules and regulations and
in matters dealing with policy.

Section 20. Violations. The state attorney or his
successor shall prosecute to final determination ‘all
violations of this act. In addition to other remedies the
license board may institute any appropriate action or
proceeding to prevent, restrain, enjoin, abate, or otherwise
discontinue violations of this act. In civil matters the license
board shall be represented by the attorney for the county
commissioners with the consent of the board of county
commisgioners. If consent is withheld the license board may
hire counsel. ’

Section 21. Penalty. Every person who violates any of
the provisions of this law governing the operation of
children’s centers and family day care homes for children in
Pinellas County, or who operates without obtaining a
license to do so, or who operates after revocation or license
board’s refusal to renew license, or who intentionally or
willfully makes any false statements or reports to the
license’ board in connection with said children’s centers and
family -day care homes, shall, upon conviction thereof, be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished as
provided by law. Each day of operation in violation of the
provisions of this section shall constitute a separate offense.

Section 22. Appropriation. The board of county
commissioners is authorized to levy an annual tax to be:
used as an appropriation for the license board in accordance
‘with its needs. Such appropriation shall be in addition to
the revenue derived from the application fees paid to the
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license board. Further, the license board is authorized to
accept any financial gift or grant from any source, and shall
properly account for same.

Section 23. It is declared to be the intent of the
legislature that, if any section, subsection, sentence, clause,
or provision of this act is held invalid, the remainder of the
act shall not be affected.

Section 24. Chapter 57-1738, Laws of Florida, is
repealed.

Section 25. This act shall take effect immediately upon

becoming a law.

Section 26. Grace period. Any day nurseries or foster
boarding homes doing business on the date this law

- becomes effective and whose license shall expire within

sixty (60) days after that effective date, shall have a period
of sixty (60) days from the effective date of this law in
which to procure the license herein required and may
operate during such sixty (60) days period. The license
board is further authorized to extend for an additional

" sixty (60) days the period in which any children’s center or

family care home may operate.

Chapter 61-2681 became a law without the Governor’s
approval. Filed in Office Secretary of State June 22,1961.

Chapter 70-893, amending the above became a law without
the Governor’s approval. Filed in Office Secretary of State
June 21, 1970.




