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I 
 don’t know about you, but I am ready for spring days filled 
with sunshine and warmer weather!  Lately, being outdoors 
is my most coveted time and it makes me forget about the 
pandemic around me. I can sit on my back porch and sip a 

beverage without a second thought of the need for a mask. My 
hope is that we will see more moments and opportunities like these 
in the very near future! 

With warmer weather, some of you may choose to take field trips to 
local parks. As a reminder, it is important to check the equipment’s 
age requirements before allowing the children to use the utilize it. 
Many parks have signs posted with this information or you may find 
it posted directly on the equipment from the manufacturer. Please 
do not allow children to play on playground equipment that is not 
designed for their age. 

On a different note, I am excited to announce that we now have a 
Licensing Specialist assigned specifically to unlicensed care. Hope 
Williams will be investigating all reports of unlicensed care moving 
forward. She still has a small caseload, so you may still see her at 
your routine and renewal inspections as well. If you suspect unli-
censed child care activity, please call our office to report it.  

If you have any questions, or just have something you want to 
“bounce off of someone,” I am available. “Thank you” cannot ex-
press the gratitude my staff and I have for your continued commit-
ment to serve the children of Pinellas county. Keep up the good 
work and stay well. 

ornoff’s  

 
Bulletin Board 

Faith Bornoff, M.Ed. 
Executive Director 

Lisa Zacharia  

A 
s I write this, we are coming up on one year since our 
world turned upside down and life as we knew it changed 
drastically. While we all are suffering from “COVID fa-
tigue,” it is more important than ever that we keep doing 

what we know will minimize transmission of the coronavirus. Small 
groups, not mixing classes, keeping classroom staff changes to a 
minimum, and adult mask wearing while inside, are all components 
we should follow.  While these are not Licensing Regulations, they 
are what will help us to defeat this virus.   

There are a few newer Licensing Reg-
ulations that I want to remind you of. In 
April, all parents/guardians must once 
again receive the Distracted Adult Driv-
er flyer. Whether you choose to pro-
vide them a hard copy or send it elec-
tronically by email, our Licensing Spe-
cialists will need to see in some way 

that it was received by parents/guardians for all children enrolled 
during the month of April.   

You must keep your Clearinghouse roster up-to-date. You only 
have 10 days after you hire someone to put them on your Clearing-
house roster and 10 days after they leave your employ to remove 
them. The Clearinghouse roster is going to become crucial in 2021, 
as many fingerprint retained dates expire this year.  If you have 
someone on your roster, you will receive notification prior to the 
retained date to have them re-screened.  This is a much less costly 
option than you will face if their fingerprint retained date passes 
before you rescreen.  If that is the case, your employee will have to 
be completely re-fingerprinted at a much higher cost. 

If you are licensed as a School Age Center, you have new require-
ments for First Aid and CPR certification coverage. By June 2021, 
the requirements will be different than they are now. Please refer to 
page 68, 4, of our current Licensing Regulations Governing Pinellas 
County Children’s Center for the specifics. The requirements for 
Day Nursery programs will not change until December 2021, and 
will be different than those for School Age programs. 

I also want to remind you that you must report to the Department of 
Health’s Epidemiology unit any cases of COVID-19 that either staff 
or children at your center have or have been exposed to. They will 
make the determination of what is best to limit the effects and keep 
others safe. They are very busy people these days and will get 
back to you as soon as they can. Please be sure to have as much 
complete information as possible to give them when you call       
Epidemiology at 727-824-6932.   

Most importantly, I want to take a moment to thank our child care 
heroes who have worked tirelessly to help the children in care have 
as productive and positive experiences as possible. The additional 
stresses of daily life that we now face weigh on us all, and the fact 

With Much Gratitude  
By Jorie Massarsky, Centers Supervisor 

that children have the opportunity to play with other children, laugh, 
sing, play outside and feel nurtured is priceless.  I also want to 
thank our staff of dedicated Licensing Specialists and Administra-
tive Staff who have constantly encouraged and supported providers 
and each other. I could not be more proud to be their co-worker.  
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NEWS FROM EPIDEMIOLOGY 

As the 2020-21 influenza (flu) season approached, 
health experts worried about the potential impact of an-
other respiratory illness on top of the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. An active flu season could overburden the 
healthcare system, strain laboratory capacity, and in-

crease the risk of catching both diseases at once.  

As we have hit the midpoint of the 2020-21 flu season, 
Pinellas County has seen unusually low flu activity. 
Emergency department visits for flu remain below levels 
expected for this time of year. Overall, flu testing and the 
number of positive flu results are also unusually low. So 
far this season, no childcare facilities have reported flu 
outbreaks among attendees or staff. These mild trends 

have also been observed across Florida and the US.  

Influenza and the novel coronavirus are both respiratory 

If you have more than one case of flu or flu-like illness in your childcare facility, contact  
DOH-Pinellas, Epidemiology Program at 727-824-6932 to report the outbreak and receive consultation 

on how to stop the spread of the disease. 

viruses, so mitigation measures for COVID-19 (such as 
hand washing, mask wearing, and social distancing) are 
also effective against flu. While these measures alone 
have not been enough to control COVID-19, they are 
likely playing a major role in controlling flu because it is 

less transmissible.  

While flu activity is unusually low at this time, it could still 

increase in the coming months. Childcare facilities are at 

an increased risk of a flu outbreak due to the nature of 

the setting – children spending hours together, touching 

surfaces, objects and each other. Vaccination is the best 

protection against flu and its not too late to get vaccinat-

ed for this season.  To help reduce the spread of flu, 

childcare facility operators should encourage their staff 

and attendees to get the annual flu vaccine.  

2020-21 Influenza Season: Mid-Point Summary  

http://www.PinellasHealth.com
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Is a four and a half (4 1/2) hour training comprised of an overview of regulations regarding record keeping 
including personnel, children, and facility records.  Participants will receive a training packet that includes 
required and optional forms and learn practical ideas for setting up and maintaining files in order to be in 
compliance with regulations. This training is appropriate for prospective or new owners/directors and as an 
update for current child care personnel with record keeping responsibilities.  A certificate documenting four 

and a half (4.5) hours of annual inservice training will be issued.  

Children’s Center Training Registration Form 

Registration form and prepaid non-refundable fee due prior to training 

    Record Keeping for Children’s Centers  $40.00                                 Director's Orientation for Infant Care $25.00 

    Name (Please Print):   Telephone:  

    Center Name:   

    Street, City, & Zip Code:  

    Date of Training: Fee Enclosed:  

DIRECTOR’S ORIENTATION FOR INFANT CARE  
Is a three (3) hour training comprised of regulations pertaining specifically to infant care and best practices in caring for 
children from birth to 2 years of age.  Participants will receive a training packet that includes a copy of the Infant Standards, 
required and sample forms, and brochures.  This training is required for directors who plan to start an infant program.  A 

certificate documenting three (3) hours of annual inservice training will be issued. 

April 

13 

RECORD KEEPING FOR CHILDREN’S CENTERS   

Mar 9       

&  

May 11 

These classes are subject to cancellation based on restrictions and requirements in the state at that time.  

REGISTRATION FEE:  $40.00 Prepaid non-refundable fee due prior to training 

TIME:  8:30 AM. – 1:00 PM 

LOCATION:  Pinellas County Health Department, 8751 Ulmerton Road, Largo,  Florida,  
2nd floor Conference Room  

REGISTRATION FEE:  $25.00 Prepaid non-refundable fee due prior to training 

TIME:  8:30 AM. – 1:00 PM 

LOCATION:  Pinellas County Health Department, 8751 Ulmerton Road, Largo Florida, 
2nd floor Conference Room  

These classes are subject to cancellation based on restrictions and requirements in the state at that time.  

Telephone registration will not be accepted.   
To reserve your space in the desired training, submit the registration form with check or money order made payable to Pinellas 

County Health Department.  If the training is full when your registration is received, you will be contacted.      
 Seating is limited and child care is not available.   

Return the completed form and fee to: Child Care Licensing Program, 8751 Ulmerton Road, Largo, FL 33771 

Call the CCLP office prior to the training dates if you need to reschedule in order to avoid repaying the registration fee.  Any person 
with a disability requiring reasonable accommodations can call the CCLP office no later than two (2) weeks prior to the training. 
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This is our brand-new flyer, Diapering 101: Best Practices.   

It is available for download at: 
 

http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/environmental-health/pclb/childrens-center-
forms/facility-records/_documents/fc-2021-diapering-practices-flyer.pdf 

http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/environmental-health/pclb/childrens-center-forms/facility-records/_documents/fc-2021-diapering-practices-flyer.pdf
http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/environmental-health/pclb/childrens-center-forms/facility-records/_documents/fc-2021-diapering-practices-flyer.pdf
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Huffy Recalls Torex Ride-on Toy UTVs Due 
to Injury Hazard; Sold Exclusively at 

Walmart 

Huffy toll-free at 888-
366-3828 from 8 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. ET Mon-
day through Friday, by 
email at 
torex@huffy.com or 
online at https://
www.huffybikes.com 

and click on “Safety Notices” at the bottom of 
the page or use direct link https://
www.huffybikes.com/recalls/. 

Burley Recalls Child Bicycle Seats Due to Crash 
Hazard 

Burley at 800-311-5294 from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. PT Monday 
through Friday, email at Bur-
ley@burley.com, or online at 
http://www.burley.com and click 
on the “Safety Recall Infor-
mation” link at the bottom of the 
webpage for more information. 

Amerex Group Recalls Infant Fur 
Jackets Due to Choking Hazard 

Amerex Group at 800-230-3418 from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. ET Monday through Fri-
day, email at InfantJacket  

 recall@AmerexGroup.com or online at 
www.amerexgroup.com and click on the Recall 
Information tab at the top of the page for more 
information. 

Graco Recalls Inclined Sleeper Accessory Included 
with Four Models of Play Yards to Prevent Risk of 

Suffocation 

Graco online at https://recalls.gracobaby.com or at 
800-345-4109 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET Monday 
through Friday for more information. 

Washington 
Shoe Company 
Recalls Western 
Chief Toddler 
Boots Due to 
Choking Hazard; 
Sold Exclusively 
at Target 

Washington Shoe Company toll-free at 855-545-0862 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. PT Monday through Friday, 
email at recall@westernchief.com, or online at https://
www.washingtonshoe.com/recall for more infor-
mation. 

Target Recalls Infant 
Rompers Due to Choking 
Hazard 

Target at 800-440-0680 from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m. CT, daily or online at 
www.target.com and click on “Recalls” 
at the bottom of the page, then on 
“Clothing” for more infor-
mation.  Consumers can also click the 
“Product Recalls” tab on Target’s Face-
book page for more information. 

CPSC Consumer Information Hotline 
Contact us at this toll-free number if you have questions about a recall: 

800-638-2772 (TTY 301-595-7054) Times: 8 am – 5:30 pm ET.  Messages can be left anytime. 
Call to get product safety and other agency information and to report unsafe products.  

https://www.cpsc.gov/ 

mailto:torex@huffy.com
https://www.huffybikes.com/
https://www.huffybikes.com/
https://www.huffybikes.com/recalls/
https://www.huffybikes.com/recalls/
mailto:Burley@burley.com
mailto:Burley@burley.com
http://www.burley.com/
http://www.amerexgroup.com/
https://recalls.gracobaby.com/
mailto:recall@westernchief.como
https://www.washingtonshoe.com/
https://www.washingtonshoe.com/
http://www.target.com/
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Fun, educational activities kids LOVE 

A GOLD SEAL accredited preschool 

Submitted by  

The students decided what materials to wrap Humpty Dumpty (the egg) in, then they 
predicted whether or not Humpty would crack while wrapped in those materials. 

If you would like to be featured in our 
newsletter in the future, please email 

faith.bornoff@flhealth.gov or      

lisa.zacharia@flthealth.gov. 

 This activity is a great 
way to focus on math, 
graphing and critical 

thinking skills! 

By Geraldine Canezo                
VPK Teacher Assistant  

The Humpty Dumpty Egg Drop  
experiment was conducted during 

our fairytale lesson.  

This activity went well, but next time 
we will endeavor to drop Humpty 

Dumpty from a greater height!   

The kids still loved it as you          
can see from their faces. 

Rated  
Egg-cellent 
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Vision 
Every child has access to    

quality child care and education 
in an environment that values 

diversity. 

                    Mission 
To protect and promote the health, safety, 
and mental development of children cared 

for in children’s centers and family child 
care homes in Pinellas County. 

727-507-4857  pclb.org 

Child Care Licensing Program 
Florida Department of Health in Pinellas 

8751 Ulmerton Road, Suite 2000 

Largo, Florida 33771 

Values 

 

Commitment 
Integrity 
Quality 

TAMMY SHARPE 
Our Brand-New  Licensing Specialist 

I 
 was a preschool 
teacher for 26 
years.  When I 
heard there was a 

Licensing Specialist position 
opening with Child Care Li-
censing, I applied right away 
and I am very excited to have 
been chosen!      

E 
very single day I learn a lot and I love the wom-
en I work with. They are an amazing and dedi-
cated team that has made me feel so welcome.   
 

My husband Danny and I have two beautiful daughters. 
Samantha is 25 years old and is a Registered Nurse. 
Brooke is 22 years old and works as a Veterinary Tech. 
 
My favorite activities revolve around spending time with 
my family and friends. I love the beach and boating, es-
pecially because I am originally from Steubenville, 
Ohio, where it’s way too cold for the kind of fun I love.   
 

I feel what makes a provider great is creating a safe, 
clean and fun environment in which children can grow 
and thrive.  

 

I look forward to working with child care providers in  
Pinellas County and wish you all a wonderful 2021.   


