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Septic Tank Abandonment  
Permit Packet 

Please submit the following items: 
1) Complete the attached Application Page.  All applicable information must be completed.  The 

application will not be processed without a property street address and property ID (parcel number).  
NOTE:  Please list the property owner as the applicant on the application and the individual applying 
for the application as the agent.  
 

2) An Agent Authorization Form is required if the application is submitted by an individual that is not 
the property owner or a contractor licensed under section 489 of the Florida Statutes. 
 

3) A Site Plan.  The site plan must show the layout of the property including building structures, 
streets, and the location of the septic tank to be abandoned.   
 

4) A fee of $50.00.  Please make checks payable to Florida Department of Health in Pinellas or  
FL DOH-Pinellas. 

 
A licensed inspector must visually inspect that the septic tank has been properly abandoned. It is 
the responsibility of the agent, contractor, or property owner to schedule an inspection appointment, 
providing a minimum of 24 hours advanced notice.  Please call 727-538-7277 to schedule an 
appointment. As of July 1, 2021, virtual evidence may be submitted to ensure the tank is crushed, 
filled and no sanitary nuisance exists.   
 
During the inspection, the following abandonment procedures will be verified:  
 
5) After receiving the permit: 

A) The septic tank must be pumped out by a state licensed septage disposal service.  A copy of 
the receipt for the pumpout must be provided to the inspector at the time of inspection. 

B) The bottom of the tank shall be crushed or caved in, or multiple holes punched in bottom of tank 
to prevent the tank from holding water.  In addition, the ENTIRE lid of the septic tank must be 
removed and/or crushed PRIOR to inspection. 

C) An inspector from DOH will conduct an inspection during the pre-scheduled time slot to 
verify the septic tank abandonment.  Please do not cover the abandoned septic tank 
prior to inspection. 

D) After the inspection, the septic tank shall be filled with clean sand or other clean fill material. 
 

NOTE:  Failure to call for the required inspection may result in a citation and/or fine. 
 
Please note:  If the septic tank will not be ready for inspection at the pre-scheduled appointment time, it is 
the responsibility of the agent or property owner to call and cancel the appointment.  Cancellations must be 
made a minimum of one hour prior to the appointment time slot.  A re-inspection fee of $50 will be charged 
for failing to cancel the appointment or to provide a one-hour notice. To schedule, re-schedule, or cancel an 
inspection, please call (727) 538-7277. 
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